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11827 Point Douglas Drive South

Hastings, MN  55033

651-437-4401 or Fax # 651-437-6699
March 13, 2009

RE:  Supporting 4-H in Washington County

Dear Washington County Commissioners:

This letter is in response to the elimination of funds for the Washington County 4-H program.  Gerlach Outdoor Power Equipment, Inc. and Gerlach Service, Inc. are family owned and operated business that has been in Washington County for over 50 years.  We have been actively involved in the Washington County Fair and the Washington County 4-H program through out those years.
Our business’s were involved in 4-H before our own children and grandchildren participated. We have seen how neighborhood kids and family members have grown and become outstanding adults and mentors through the 4-H program.  Our kids and grandchildren over the past 20 years have also had the opportunity to belong to 4-H and have done great things.  The program has helped in learning self discipline, confidence and real self value.  It has amazed us as a business owner how the 4-H kids have extended themselves to appreciate the businesses that support them.  As a local business we fully support the 4-H program.
We all feel the effect of the economy and know that cuts have to be made, but is this cut a positive move for the future? In our business we may think cutting an employee to save money is going to help, but that decision could end up hurting our business in the long run. A compromise of every one taking a day unpaid is better than eliminating one person.  
4-H should be judged by the same principle of business. Will a cost cutting measure made now be a positive decision in the long run? The 4-H program provides a positive avenue for young adults at a relatively minimum cost to the county. These kids are subjected to many negative influences every day that could cost us more money through alternative county programs than the current cost of 4-H.   Let’s continue to provide this reasonably cost effective program to allow our young individuals the ability to succeed and become positive role models.  The 4-H program in our county does affect a lot of people, businesses and the economy.

Thank you for taking your time to consider this issue.

Ron Gerlach

Owner of

Gerlach Outdoor Power Equipment, Inc.

